
 
SIGN ME UP!                        
2008 ANS WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Please fill this out for each person attending. 

Space is limited!  Please register ASAP! 
 
 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AGENCY/ORGANIZATION: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FAX: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Which Events Will You Be Attending? 
 

 March 3 – ANS Workshop – Mesa County Fairgrounds, Grand Junction        Eurasian watermilfoil 
 

 March 4 – Watercraft Inspection/Decontamination – Mesa County Fairgrounds, Grand Junction 
 

 March 6 – Watercraft Inspection/Decontamination – Adams County Fairgrounds, Brighton 
 

 March 7 – ANS Workshop – Adams County Fairgrounds, Brighton 
 

         
New Zealand Mudsnail on Rock        Hydrilla          Park Rangers learning to inspect boats for Zebra Mussels in 2007 

 

Return this form to Elizabeth Brown by fax: 303.866.3206 or Email: Elizabeth.Brown@state.co.us 
Questions?  Call Elizabeth at 303.866.3203 x4335 THANK YOU!!



3rd Annual Aquatic Nuisance Species Workshop 
Agenda 
 
               March 3, 2008 in Grand Junction 
               March 7, 2008 in Brighton 
 
 
Registration: 8:30 – 9:00 AM  
Workshop: 9:00 – 4:30 PM 
 
 
Grand Junction Moderator: Jude Sirota, Mesa County Weed & Pest Program 
Brighton Moderator: Curtis Hartenstine, Colorado Watershed Network 
 
 
9:00 - 9:15 AM Welcome  

9:15 – 9:45 AM Western USA Regional 
Perspective Tina Proctor, USFWS 

9:45 -10:15 AM CO Background & State ANS 
Management Plan 

Elizabeth Brown,  
CO State Parks 

10:15 – 10:30 AM Break  

10:30 – 11:15 AM Aquatic Nuisance Animals & 
Pathogens Pete Walker, CDOW 

11:15 - 12:00 PM Zebra Mussels &  
Quagga Mussels  Dave Britton, USFWS 

12:00 – 12:45 PM 

Managing Zebra and Quagga 
Mussels with Environmentally-safe 
Biological Control Agents: 
Can It Be Done? 

Dan Malloy,  
New York State Museum 

12:45 – 1:45 PM Lunch  

1:45 – 2:30 PM Aquatic Noxious Weed Biology Elizabeth Brown,  
CO State Parks 

2:30 – 3:15 PM Aquatic Noxious Weed Control David Sisneros, USBOR 
3:15 – 3:30 PM Break  
3:30 – 4:00 PM Surveying & Monitoring ANS Vicki Milano, CDOW 

4:00 - 4:30 PM HACCP: Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Points Carolyn Gunn, CDOW 

4:30 - 4:45 PM Wrap-up  
4:45 PM Adjourn  

 
 



Zebra/Quagga Mussel Training Opportunities 
 

Watercraft and Equipment Inspection and Decontamination Training 
(WIT)  

For Zebra/Quagga Mussels 
 
 
Quagga and zebra mussels are extremely harmful invasive species capable of ruining aquatic ecosystems, 
curtailing fisheries and severely impacting all types of water delivery systems.  Municipal water and electric 
utilities in the eastern United States have already spent billions of dollars to mitigate their impacts.  Zebra and 
quagga mussels have been and continue to be a threat to the western US from the mid-west and hundreds of 
contaminated watercraft are being trailered into and around the west each year.   
 
In 2007 quagga mussels were discovered in the lower Colorado River Basin; the Southern California Aqueduct 
and connected waterways in Southern California and in the Central Arizona Water District waterworks and 
connected waters in central Arizona and if that wasn’t bad enough, in January of 2008 zebra mussels were 
found in Pueblo Reservoir in Colorado and in San Justo Reservoir in Central California.  
 
These newly established and rapidly expanding quagga and zebra mussel populations in Nevada, California, 
Colorado and Arizona, mark the first incursion of this small freshwater mollusk into the western US.  They have 
already created serious problems for recreation, irrigation, power production, domestic water supply, 
transportation, and hatchery production in the Colorado Basin and recently forced the temporary shutdown of 
Southern California Aqueduct which is the primary source of irrigation, industrial, and domestic water for all of 
Southern California.  Over 10 million dollars has already been spent over the past 9 months dealing with their 
impact on water delivery systems in these areas. 
 
This new development has also sent shudders through the halls of state governments throughout the west with 
new emergency legislation being passed in many western states with more to come in 2008.   
 
Zebra and quagga mussels are spread on trailered watercraft moving from an infested to uninfested waterway.  
A number of national, regional and local program are in place to educate the public on how to avoid transporting 
them on their boats.  For the past three years the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) has been 
providing training to boating law enforcement personnel, natural resource agency staff, utilities and other water 
users so that they can successfully intercept, inspect, detect, contain and decontaminate trailered watercraft and 
equipment suspected of carrying zebra or quagga mussels.  In 2007, PSMFC and its partners conducted 20 
trainings in nine states providing watercraft inspection and decontamination training to over 800 individuals 
representing more than 50 different federal, state and local agencies and user groups.  These trainings have 
been funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish and Game and the Bonneville 
Power Administration. 
 
Again in 2008, the PSMFC and its state, federal and tribal partners is offering watercraft inspection and 
decontamination training.   
 
This training is directed at state, federal and local natural resource and boating agency personnel, 
water users of all types, law makers and border/access area inspection personnel  
 
This training program gives a good overview of the species and problems caused and includes information on 
outreach and education programs, basic mussel biology, distribution, transport vectors, mussel impacts and 
focuses on how to inspect for and decontaminated trailered watercraft suspected of carrying zebra or quagga 
mussels on board. 
 
For the past year this training has consisted of 6 hours of classroom and hands-on watercraft inspection 
instruction.  This level of training takes advantage of a new High Definition two-part education and training 
video produced for this purpose, a Question and Answer session and a hands-on watercraft inspection exercise 
will also be included. 
 



This training is less costly, can be inserted into any meeting agenda and is still comprehensive enough to satisfy 
the needs of most personnel that will become involved with the mussel issue. 
 
The primary instructor for this training will be Bill Zook.   
 

Remember 
 
The potential impacts of these invasive species in the west are extremely serious.  If mussels were to become 
established in your waterways they will impact the quality of life, severely impact fisheries of all types, increase 
the cost of power and aggravate already difficult water supply issues.  Prevention is the only answer.  
Eradication is not an option.  That’s why everyone has a stake in learning how to prevent an inadvertent 
introduction of these mussels on trailered watercraft.  Please join the fight! 
 
Bill Zook: 
 
Bill is a retired Fisheries Program Manager for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
now works as a contract consultant for the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission responsible for 
zebra/quagga mussel outreach and education in the western US.  With WDFW, he established 
Washington’s Aquatic Nuisance Species Program in the mid-1990’s, a program now considered to be 
the model for the rest of the west.  He developed the watercraft inspection and decontamination 
training program in 2004 and has conducted dozens of trainings since.  Bill lives and works in Olympia 
Washington.   
 
Wen Baldwin: 
 
Wen is the long-time President of the Lake Mead Boat Owners Association and ANS Technical 
Representative for the Lake Mead National Recreation Area and consultant for natural resource agencies 
throughout the west, is generally considered to be the leading expert on the inspection and decontamination 
of trailered watercraft in the western US.  He has inspected hundreds and decontaminated dozens of quagga 
mussel infested watercraft in the Colorado Basin and conducted dozens of trainings on this topic all over 
the west.  He lives and works in Henderson Nevada. 




